Primary follicular lymphoma arising in the ampulla of Vater.
Primary gastrointestinal lymphomas constitute more than one-third of all extranodal lymphomas, but among them follicular lymphomas (FL) are infrequent, accounting for only 1-4%. We report the case of a 55-year-old man diagnosed with a FL of the ampulla of Vater. He complained of dyspepsia. An upper gastroendoscopic study 1 year before showed a slight enlargement of the papilla with the biopsy initially interpreted as atypical follicular hyperplasia. The study performed because of persistence of the symptoms again showed an enlarged papilla, and the histological examination was diagnostic of FL (CD10+, bcl-2+). The full staging study did not show other FL involvement. The patient was treated with six courses of cyclophosphamide, hydroxydaunomycin, vincristine, and prednisone (CHOP), and the endoscopy as well as the biopsies revealed no abnormalities since the third course of chemotherapy. After 2 years of follow-up he remains asymptomatic and the gastroendoscopic study is normal.